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PSL medical research group promotes breakthroughs

B VGTT scientists tackling cancer, infectious disease therapies =

By Eric Pfahler
ercpfahlen@scripps.com
TI2-409-134

PORT ST. LUCIE = When it
comes to scientific break-
throughs, people often don't
think about them happening
in their own backyard.

The Vaccine and Gene
Therapy Institute Florida
wanted to dispel that notion
Tuesday in a talk updating
residents on emerging cancer

treatments.
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the Martin Health Sys-
tem Center for Clinical
Research, said it's key
for people to know the
progress scientists have
achieved.

“It's steady, and some-
times people are not aware
of these amazing break-
throughs that are happen-
ing,” Abesada-Terk said. “I
think it's important that
they have faith that the sci-
entific community is work-
ing toward the betterment
of humanity."
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Andrew Smith works ona gene array experiment
SeeVGTIL,MA forthe Vaccine and Gene Therapy Institute Florida.

He said important re-
search happens at VGTI.
“The real work of taking
care of cancer patients
begins with the people
inside.”

Hiscott and Abesada-
Terk separately discussed
how new techniques and
understandings are help-
ing scientists find solu-
tions more efficiently. For
example, using computers
to do drug design helps re-
searchers speed through
the trial and error pro-
Ccess.

“Breakthroughs are
happening all the time,”
Hiscott said.



